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Alliance International Collaboration – NSERC-NSTC call on semiconductors and artificial intelligence
Proposal template




General instructions
1. Provide responses in place of INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE ensuring that you address each of the bullet points. 
2. You must not exceed the applicable maximum number of pages
· Letter of intent (LOI): maximum 3 pages (deadline to submit: March 25, 2026, before 8:00 p.m. [ET])
· Full proposal: maximum 10 pages total (deadline to submit: July 30, 2026, before 8:00 p.m. [ET]), which includes:
· the LOI (maximum 3 pages). You may update the LOI text you submitted in the first stage.
· the common research proposal (maximum 7 pages)
3. Do not alter the template text and presentation format (font type and size, margins or line spacing) or delete any bullets. 
4. Figures and tables are welcome.
5. Do not submit this cover page.
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Letter of intent (maximum 3 pages)
Relevance and expected outcomes
Outline the objectives of the proposed collaboration between research teams in Canada and Taiwan and explain the potential outcomes and impacts.
Explain how the collaboration will address important research challenges in semiconductors and artificial intelligence (AI) within the natural sciences and engineering (NSE) disciplines. Describe how the collaboration will further develop areas of strength and leadership and foster expertise in semiconductor and AI research in Canada and in Taiwan. Outline the global importance of the topic and how the expected outcomes could benefit Canada and Taiwan.
Demonstrate how the planned collaborative project aligns with the objectives of the call.
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO EACH OF THE ABOVE POINTS
Collaboration
List and describe the role of the Canadian applicant and co-applicants, the Taiwan-based collaborator(s), and if applicable, the Canadian collaborators in the collaboration. 
Explain the rationale for selecting these collaborator(s) and describe the added value of the collaboration.
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO EACH OF THE ABOVE POINTS
Training plan
Describe how the project and the research collaboration offer opportunities for enriched training experiences for undergraduates, graduates and postdoctoral trainees to develop relevant research and professional skills, such as leadership, communication, collaboration and entrepreneurship. Include the nature of the planned interactions with the Canadian collaborator(s) and the Taiwan-based collaborator(s), and other relevant activities. It is recommended, whenever possible and when relevant, that trainees be given the opportunity to undertake an exchange internship between Canadian and Taiwanese teams.
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO EACH OF THE ABOVE POINTS
Equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI)
[bookmark: _Hlk205984406]Describe how EDI will be considered in the research and in the training environment.
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO EACH OF THE ABOVE POINTS
References (no page limit – do not insert hyperlinks)
Use this section to provide a list of the most relevant literature references. Do not refer readers to websites for additional information on your proposal. Do not introduce hyperlinks in your list of references.
These pages are not included in the page count (for the LOI or full proposal).
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO THE FIRST POINT ABOVE


Full proposal only (maximum 7 pages – by invitation only): 
Common research proposal:
Background 
· [bookmark: _Hlk206077435]Relate the proposal to current scientific, technical and commercial developments at the intersection of semiconductors and artificial intelligence, referring to the current literature and market conditions, if applicable. Position the research relative to other efforts and to the state of the art. Describe the background research on which the project is built.
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO EACH OF THE ABOVE POINTS
Detailed proposal
· Specify the research objectives, discuss the scientific issues, research problems or technical complexities, and describe the research methodology and theoretical or experimental design proposed to explain or resolve them. Provide approximate timelines for activities, milestones and deliverables (you may use a Gantt chart, table, or diagram). 
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO EACH OF THE ABOVE POINTS
Team expertise
· Describe the appropriateness of the academic researchers’ expertise from Canada and Taiwan, and if applicable, the Canadian collaborators, for carrying out the planned research activities and mentoring trainees. Explain how their knowledge, expertise, experience and contributions align with the proposed project and describe their role in the project.
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO EACH OF THE ABOVE POINTS
Research management
· Provide a project management plan for day-to-day direction, scientific leadership, and communication between the research groups.
INSERT YOUR TEXT HERE, RESPONDING TO EACH OF THE ABOVE POINTS
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